
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campfires are a Canadian right of passage enjoyed for 
recreation, warmth, cooking, and ceremonies. They 
also pose a risk for properties, people and entire 
communities. Read on to learn how to enjoy your 
campfire safely and within the rules. 

Start a campfire only if there is no fire ban AND you can 
answer yes to all these questions: 

 Do you have permission of the property owner to 
have a campfire? 

 Is the fire pit less than 1m in diameter (39”), with a 
non-combustible ring (metal or rocks for example)? 

 Is the fire pit at least 2m away from other flammable 
materials? 

 Can the fire burn safely from start to 
extinguishment? 

 Is there a competent adult in charge of the fire at all 
times? 

 Can you summon assistance if the fire gets out of 
control? 

 Are you burning only “Class A” carbon based 
combustibles such as wood, paper, leaves (no 
plastic or other materials)? 

 Is it during the prescribed time (no more than 2 
hours before sunset, or later than 2 hours after 
sunrise)? 

 Do you have water available to put the fire out with? 

 Fuel 

Fires need three things: 
heat, oxygen & fuel 

 Remove any clothing and 
jewellery.  Clothes hold in the 
heat and can make a burn worse.

 Never use ice, butter, toothpaste 
or creams.

 Apply 20 minutes of cool running 
water. 

 Cover with a clean cloth, gauze or 
bandages.

 Seek medical advice if the skin is 
broken or the burn area is larger 
than a 25 cent piece.

Note: small cooking fires are permitted at all times, but must be extinguished when cooking is complete. 

 NEVER use an accelerant to start a campfire 

 NEVER leave a fire unattended, or kids/pets 
unattended with a fire 

 NEVER leave your fire until you are  
CERTAIN it is out 

 NEVER bury hot coals or ashes 

 NEVER burn plastic, glass or metal 

 NEVER horseplay around a campfire 

 NEVER light a fire during a fire ban 



 

 

Tinder - dry twigs, paper, 
lint, cotton, leaves 

Kindling – dry sticks no 
bigger than 1” diameter 

Firewood: wood up to 
about 10” in diameter 

 

Tipi 
Arrange your tinder 

underneath your kindling. 
Then stack the wood on top 

in a cone shape 

Crossfire 
Place tinder & kindling 

between two parallel logs. Lay 
more pieces of wood across 
the top as fire burns down 

Log Cabin 
Build layers of wood around 

the tinder & kindling in 
perpendicular pairs. Top it off 

with more kindling 

2. Choose your campfire style, then build it. 

3. Ignite the tinder, and fan the flame to provide oxygen until the logs catch fire. 

1. Allow your campfire to burn completely to ashes. 

2. Pour water on it to cool the ashes. Stir the ashes with water to make a ‘mud 
pie’. When you think the fire is out, add more water. 

3. Check with your hand just above the ash to sense if the ash is still hot. DO NOT 
TOUCH the ash or you might burn yourself!!! If you feel heat, add more water. 

4. REMEMBER: If it’s too hot to touch, it’s too hot to leave! 
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Ontario Forest Fire Map: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-fires 
 
How to prevent forest fires 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-
prevent-forest-fires 

Municipal Burn Rules: 
www.southalgonquin.ca 
 
ON Assoc. of Fire Chiefs – Campfire Safety 
https://www.oafc.on.ca/spring-summer-fire-
safety-tips 

1. Gather three types of material. (NEVER use flammable liquids to start a campfire.) 
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